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been conceded.
These points were stressed in the Congress letters to the
British Mission, On the contrary mere Indiantsation of the
Executive Council and independence, contingent on the
evolution of the constitution based on basic British plan and
treaties regarding defence, foreign affairs and finance including
sterling balance, had been CDnceded and the provinces made
to join groups much asainst their declared wishes to get
out, if necessary, after new elections \\ere held and with
majority vote in rhe legislature,
The question of questions with the Congress was whether
it was intended to allow option to the provinces to form
groups or not. Gandhiji and Congress leaders held it was
optional and voluntary while the British Ministers said at a
press conference it was compulsory.
Sir Arde^hir Dalai, a former member of the Viceroy's
Executive Council, who by common consent is a man of
extraordinary ability, experience and wisdom, pointed out a
number of flaws in the Mission's proposals, *' The state-
ment of the Ministers," he says, ** requires clarification in
some respects and is open to criticism in others. Only de-
fence, foreign affairs and communications are central subjects
for the Union. I presume communications would include
civil aviation, shipping and national highways. The Union
is to have powers to raise the finances necessary for the above
subjects. Does it mean that they can levy any tax they like ?
Customs and currency are obviously central subjects and
should have been definitely included. I would personally have
included economic development which would suffer grievous-
ly by a splitting up of the country into three groups*
Apparently the inclusion of such subjects hereafter would
require the votes of the two major communities under para-
graph 19, clause (vii). The centre should be assigned defi-
nite and expanding sources of revenue by the constituent
assembly.
" The thorny question of the representation of the various
communities in the Central Executive and Legislature is
obviously left to the constituent assembly.
44 The position of the States is left extremely indefinite.
On the withdrawal of paramountcy, they will be virtually
independent. Although it is assumed that they would also